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Dear Parent or Guardian:

Welcome to the University Interscholastic League. The UIL is the governing body for 1,303 public high schools
and nearly 4,000 middle and j junior high schools in Texas. The UIL, which began in 1910, is the largest interschool
organization of its kind in the world, offering 23 athletic activities to more than one million student-athletes.

The purpose of the UIL is to organize and properly supervise contests that assist in preparing students to become
better citizens. Our aim is to provide healthy, character building, educational activities carried out under rules
providing for good sportsmanship and fair play for all participants.

Contests could not exist without rules. Therefore, UIL rules are adopted and modified by public school administrators
whose responsibility is the overall educational program of the local school district rather than individual contests.
The superintendent insures that contests remain strictly amateur and educational in nature.

The UIL athletic program is based on the premise that athletes are students first and that athletic participation is a
privilege rather than a right. Students learn teamwork and group responsibility. They also learn to deal with success
and to overcome adversity. Research shows those who participate in extra-curricular activities tend to make better
grades and have fewer discipline problems than those who do not participate.

Throughout this publication you'll notice references to your "student athlete”, rather than your "athlete” because we
believe that your children are students first, and athletic participation is a privilege.

Here are some statistics to keep in mind:

* There are over one million high school football players and almost one million basketball players in grades
9-12 nationally. Of those numbers, about 250 make it to the NFL, and about 50 make an NBA team.

* The odds of a high school football player being selected to play for an NFL team are about 6,000 to 1.

* The odds of playing in the NBA are even greater.

* The NCAA is made up of 977 schools classified in three divisions, and less than 25,000 student athletes
compete for NCAA titles annually, most of whom are not on athletic scholarships.

With this in mind, it is important to focus on your student's academic career in addition to their success on the

playing field or court.

This manual is provided to assist in guiding you and your child through the UIL process. Please take time to read
each section and feel free to visit our extensive web site at www.uil.utexas.edu. Of course you may also call any of
our staff members for clarification of any questions you may have.

Best of luck this year as we begin the 97th year of UIL competition.

Dr. Charles Breithaupt,
UIL Director of Athletics
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¢ have observed all provisions of the Athletic Amateur Rule. For purposes of competing in an athletic contest, a
student in grades 9-12 is ot an amateur if that individual, within the preceding 12 months received money or
other valuable consideration for teaching or participating in a League sponsored school sport or received valuable
consideration for allowing his or her name to be used in promoting a product, plan, or service related to a League
contest or accepted money or other valuable consideration from school booster club funds for any non-school
purpose. It is a violation of the athletic amateur rule for parents of student athletes to accept tickets to athletic
contests where their children are participating. It is also a violation for parents of student athletes to accept free
pass gate admission to athletic contests where their children are participating unless they are at the contest in
another capacity, i.e., if the parent is an employee of the school or a board member, or working at a concession
booth, etc.

If a student did not realize that accepting the valuable consideration was a violation of the amateur rule, and
returns the valuable consideration within 30 days after being informed of the violation, that student may regain
athletic eligibility as of the date the valuable consideration is returned. If a student fails to return it within 30
days, that student remains ineligible for one year from when he or she accepted it. During the period of time a
student is in possession of valuable consideration, he or she is ineligible for varsity athletic competition in the
sport for which the violation occurred. Any games or contests in which the student participated during that time
would be forfeited as the minimum penalty.

This rule is sport-specific. For example if a student violates the rule in one sport, such as accepting a prize for
winning a hole-in-one contest in golf, that student would be ineligible only for golf.

¢ did not change schools for athletic purposes.

~ CHANGING SCHOOLS FOR ATHLETIC PURPOSES ~

Section 443: CHANGING SCHOOLS FOR ATHLETIC PURPOSES

(a) DETERMINATION BY DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The district executive committee is to
determine whether or not a student has changed schools for athletic purposes, when considering each transfer
student.

(b) COMMON INDICATORS. District executive committees should look closely to determine if a student is chang-
ing schools for any athletic purpose. Some common indicators committees should include in their considerations
include, but are not limited to: checking to see if a student was recruited; ascertaining whether a student was in
good standing in the previous school, either academically or in a sports program; determining if a student was
unhappy with a coach in the previous school; determining if a student played on a non-school team and is transfer-
ring to the school where members of the non-school team attend; determining if a student played on a non-school
team and is transferring to the school where the non-school team coach, or a relative of the non-school team coach,
is the school coach; and determining if a student received individual or team instruction from a school coach and
is transferring to the school of that coach.

(c) INELIGIBLE. A student who changes schools for athletic purposes is not eligible to compete in varsity League
athletic contest(s) at the school to which he or she moves for at least one calendar year, even if both parents move
to the new school district attendance zone. See (e) below.

(d) LENGTH OF INELIGIBILITY. The district executive committee for the district into which the student moves
shall determine when or if a student who moves for athletic purposes becomes eligible. See (c) above and (f) (3)
below.

(e) PREVIOUS ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION FORM (PAPF). An individual is presumed to have changed schools
for athletic purposes if he or she participated with his or her former school in any League athletic contest or prac-
tice in grades eight through twelve during any previous school year until:

(1) the student’s parents change their residence to the new school or attendance zone; (See Section 442 (g) for
a student who changes residence with a separated parent); and

(2) the superintendent (or designated administrator) and principal and/or coach of the previous school sign a
PAPF stating that the student was not recruited to the new school and did not change schools or attendance
rones for athletic purposes; and

(3) the superintendent (or designated administrator) of the new school signs a PAPF stating that the student was
not recruited and is not changing schools for athletic purposes; and
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(4) the parents sign a PAPF either in front of the new school’s administrator or a notary public that they reside
in the new school district or attendance zone and the change was not made for their child’s athletic purposes;
and

(5) the district executive committee approves the completed PAPF,

~ UIL PARENT RESIDENCE RULE ~

Section 442: RESIDENCE IN SCHOOL DISTRICT AND ATTENDANCE ZONE

This section applies to the first calendar year of attendance in grades 9-12. Parent(s) in the context of this rule
means parents or adoptive parents who adopted the student prior to the student’s first entry in the ninth grade.

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

(e

0
(8)

(h)

PRESUMPTION OF RESIDENCE OF STUDENT, PARENT(S), SPOUSE. The residence of a single, divorced,
or widowed student is presumed to be that of the parents of the student. The residence of a married stu-
dent is presumed to be that of his or her spouse. :

GUARDIAN OF PERSON. If a student’s parents are alive but a guardian of his or her person was appoint-

ed by appropriate authority and recorded in the county clerk’s office more than one year ago, the residence

of the student is presumed to be-that of the guardian if the student has continuously resided with the
guardian for a calendar year or more: : :

GUARDIAN. If a student’s parents are dead and a guardian of his or her person has been appointed by

appropriate authority, the residence of the student is presumed to be that of the guardian.

RELATIVE; SUPPORTER. If a student’s parents are dead and a guardianship of his or her person has not

been appointed, the residence of the student is presumed to be that of the grandparent, aunt, uncle, adult

brother or sister, or other person with whom the student is living and by whom the student is supported.

CUSTODIAL. The residence of a student assigned by appropriate authority to a foster home or a home

licensed by the state as a child care boarding facility, or placed in a home by the Texas Youth Commission,

is presumed to be at the home. If a student's parent(s) move the student to a foster home in another school
district, the student is not eligible, but may apply for a waiver. - ‘

DIVORCED PARENTS. The residence of a student whose parents are divorced is presumed to be that of

either parent. ’

SEPARATED PARENTS. :

(1) If a student’s parents separate (and are not divorced), and if one parent remains in the attendance
zone where the student has been attending schooel, the student’s residence is presumed to be that of
the parent who did not move.

(2) If a student transfers to a new school with a separated (but not divorced) parent, the student is ineli-
gible for one calendar year, but may apply for a waiver.

CRITERIA OF RESIDENCE. The intent of this section is to insure that unless circumstances fit one of

the exceptions above, any relocation of residence is a complete and permanent move for the family. The

residence shall be the domicile which is a fixed, permanent, and principal home for legal purposes. The
residence is not bona fide under UIL rules unless it complies with all of the following criteria.

(1) Does the student’s parent, guardian, or other person whose residence determines the student’s resi-
dence own a house or condominium or rent a house, apartment or other living quarters in the school
district and attendance zone? Parents must provide documentation to verify the purchase, lease, or rental
of a home located in the new attendance zone. A lease agreement or rental agreement should be for a reasonable
duration.

(2) Do the student and the parent or guardian have their furniture and personal effects in the district and
attendance zone? There should be no personal effects or furniture belonging to the family in the previous
residence.

.(3) Do the student and the parent or guardian receive their mail (other than office mail) in the district and

attendance zone? The family should have submitted a change of mailing address to the Post Office.

(4) Are the parents or guardians registered to vote in the district and attendance zone? If either of the par-
ents was registered to vote at the previous address, they should have applied for a new voter registration card at
the new address.
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(5) Do the parents or guardians regularly live in the district and attendance zone, and intend to live there
indefinitely? The new residence should accommodate the entire family. The former house should be on the mar-
ket at a reasonable market price, or sold, or the lease or rental agreement terminated. All utilities and telephone
service should be disconnected or no longer in the family's name. All licensed drivers in the household should
have complied with DPS regulations for changing their address.

~ PURSUING VICTORY WITH HONOR ~
Basic Philosophy

Winning Is Important
Winning is important and trying to win is essential. Without the passionate pursuit of victory much of the enjoyment,
as well as the educational and spiritual value, of sports will be lost.

Honor Is More Important

Sports programs should not trivialize winning or the desire to win. To dismiss victory by saying,

“It's only a game” can be disrespectful to athletes and coaches who devote their time to being the best they can be
in the pursuit of individual victories, records, championships, and medals. But the greatest value of sports is its
ability to enhance and uplift the character of participants and spectators.

Ethics Is Essential to True Winning

The best strategy to improve sports is not to de-emphasize winning but to more vigorously emphasize that adherence
to ethical standards and sportsmanship in the honorable pursuit of victory is essential to winning in its true sense.
It is one thing to be declared the winner, it is quite another to really win.

There Is No True Victory Without Honor

Cheating and bad sportsmanship are not options. They rob victory of meaning and replace the high ideals of sport
with the petty values of a dog-eat-dog marketplace. Victories attained in dishonorable ways ate hollow and degrade
the concept of sport.

Ethics and Sportsmanship Are Ground Rules

Programs that adopt Pursuing Victory With Honor are expected to take whatever steps are necessary to assure that
coaches and athletes are committed to principles of ethics and sportsmanship as ground rules governing the pursuit
of victory. Their responsibilities to demonstrate and develop good character must never be subordinate to the desire
to win. It is never proper to act unethically in order to win.

Benefits of Sports Come From the Competition, Not the Outcome ,
Quality amateur sports programs are based on the belief that vital lessons and great value of sports are learned form
the honorable pursuit of victory, from the competition itself rather than the outcome.

Reprinted with the permission of the Josephson Institute of Ethics.

~ MISSION OF EXTRACURRICULAR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ~

One of the missions of extracurricular school activities is to serve as an extension of the classroom. There are strong
lessons to be learned in athletics. One of those lessons is to set and maintain high standards of sportsmanship, ethics
and integrity in our schools and our society. It is up to us to provide the direction and constant vigilance under
which good sportsmanship can prosper and have a positive impact on our children, the leaders of tomorrow, and
ourselves.

We feel the need to stress the type of exemplary behavior that should be exhibited by all players and spectators at
our events.



